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Fascinating Liuzi Vocal Style
Exemplified by Unrivalled Operatic Gestures
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Liuzi Opera
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In the early days of the Qing dynasty, Chinese opera was characterised by four main vocal
styles: Kun (Kunqu) of the South, Yi (Yiyang) of the North, Liu (Liuzi) of the East and Bang
(Bangzi) of the West. In other words, Liuzi Opera, also known as Xianzi Opera, has nearly
600 years of history and is a regional genre popular in areas such as Shandong, Henan and
Hebei. It is recognised as one of China’s Intangible Cultural Heritage at National Level.

Liuzi Opera originated from popular vernacular songs and short tunes during the Yuan,
Ming and Qing dynasties, blending the robust style of the North with the graceful, delicate
features of the South. The lyrics extol naturalness and simplicity to maintain a rich
vernacular touch. With folk tunes and Liuzi tones as the main vocal styles, the singing
patterns exhibit a feminine charm and varied shifts. The accompaniment is mainly
provided by the two wind instruments, qudi and sheng, and the string instrument xiao
sanxian. With its comprehensive repertory of set tunes, Liuzi Opera is valuable for the
study of Chinese opera of the Ming and Qing periods.

Each role type has its own unique characteristics,

particularly the formulaic performances of the
Jjing (painted face) roles, which are bold and
vigorous, evoking the straightforward and
heroic nature often associated with people
from Shandong province. Liuzi Opera
reveals the subtle connections
between cultural arts and local
customs, making it richly
intriguing.
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Zhang Fei
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Zhang Chunlei (1904-1975), a famous actor who played hualian (painted face) roles in
Liuzi Opera, was known for his signature piece - Zhang Fei Crashing the Palace Gate. He
was hailed as the ‘living Zhang Fei’ for his thunderous and grinding voice, mostly in
falsetto. Wang Wei, the lead actor in the new version of Zhang Fei Crashing the Palace
Gate, is trained in Zhang's iconic style. His exquisite, high-pitched singing and vivid,
flamboyant acting bring immediacy to the character he portrays. In the excerpt Keeping
Xu Shu, Zhang Fei realises that he has wronged Xu Shu and sees him off in tears. In Visiting
the Cottage, he carries the sedan chair prepared for Zhuge Liang, dressed in his full official
attire to indicate his respect. The climax of the story is Crashing the Palace Gate. With the
longhorn blaring and percussion clapping, Zhang Fei rises above the din with his falsetto
singing, thus enhancing the dramatic moment.
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Synopsis
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The story takes place during the Three Kingdoms Period. Liu Bei of Shu stations his army
at Xinye, and appoints Zhuge Liang as his marshal by presenting respectfully his sword
token. As Zhuge is young and new to the position, Zhang Fei, one of the valiant generals
and sworn brothers of Liu Bei, regards him with spite. He deliberately turns up late during
the officers’ roll call at the Palace Gate. Zhuge intends to shape up the army through
stricter martial law, and Zhang is so enraged that he goes on a rampage. With his long
spear in hand, he crashes into the Marshalling Point to confront Zhuge, threatening to kill
him. He is immediately stopped and reprimanded by Yan Xun and other generals. So in
great anger, Zhang decamps. When Xinye is under attack, Zhuge shows his military
acumen and lures the army of Wei to fall into his ambushing troops. It is a feat that wins
Zhang's enormous admiration.

RIS Scene 1 Keeping Xu Shu
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B
B0 BFR Scene 2 Visiting the Cottage
5k 8 1520 8 Intermission of 15 minutes

B=3 HEEM Scene 3 Crashing the Palace Gate

i H = 49 2/NRg 30 43 5 Running time of the performance is approximately 2 hours 30 minutes

FIE Cast
e € ZhangFei : E & WangWei
W56 ZhugeLiang : 7% HouPengtao

% B XuShu : 4% ZhouJinwei
B #§ LiuBei : Sfh#k ZhangZhonggiu
Bl 2} GuanYu : 52 Kkif§ ChaoDahai
# 22 ZhaoYun : w2 PengYanhui



Sun An
Presenting
Memorials

6.7.2024 |  sat | 7:30pm
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Sun An Presenting Memorials is a play that has been adapted from the traditional Liuzi
Opera Three Memorials, also known as Xu Long's Rampage in Court. Both plays are
famous for their suspenseful storytelling. Sun An Presenting Memorials has been adapted
into various genres of Chinese opera like Peking Opera, Yue Opera and Qingiang since it
was made into a film in 1962. Its impact is comparable to that of Fifteen Strings of Cash in
Kunqu Opera. In the current production, the iconic hualian (painted face) role is played
by Zhou Jinwei, a third-generation actor specialising in this repertory. He performs the set
tune Zanzi in a robust vocal style that befits the aged character. Zhou Jinwei is joined by
Chen Fengying, who plays Sun's wife, and Wang Wei, who plays Xu Long. Together, the
three actors have given a fresh burst of youthful energy to this old genre.
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It tells of an incident during the Wanli reign of the Ming dynasty. The Grand Tutor Zhang
Cong holds sway at court, embezzles relief funds and causes many innocent people to die
under his despotic governance. The Prefect of Caozhou, Sun An, submits a memorial to
His Majesty exposing these wrongdoings, but Zhang intercepts it. Then he recommends
Sun for a position in the capital. Sun arrives and attends the sessions at the imperial court
three times to remonstrate with the emperor, bravely speaking out against the injustices.
However, the young emperor, influenced by Zhang’s slander, sentences Sun to death.
Duke Xu Long takes a black tiger bronze mallet and goes on a rampage to court, sternly
pleading for justice. In the end, Sun is pardoned, and justice prevails.

B— it Scenel Scheming
B ¥R Scene 2 Receiving a Petition
B2 Bk Scene3 Remonstrating His Majesty
SNy #A Scene 4 Submitting Memorials
BhY MK Scene 5 Invocation to Heaven
BG4 Scene 6 Laying down His Life

H1 353K 154 8 Intermission of 15 minutes
Bty WHE Scene 7 Planning to Die for Justice
BN WG Scene 8 Waylaying the Sedan Chair
BhE W Scene9 Goading to Act
B+5% BR4F Scene 10 Removing the Treacherous

B H =49 2/NRg 30 43 5 Running time of the performance is approximately 2 hours 30 minutes

Efﬁ Cast

## %% SunAn : 4% ZhouJinwei

& F SunAn’s Wife : PiiJEl3% Chen Fengying
% #E XuLong : E & WangWei

i 1 ZhangCong T 2=y Li Weiguo

B B Wanli : Bi%iYi ChenYanmiao
W8 HuangYide : Rfhfk Zhang Zhongqiu
Yk B ShenlLi : 5S¢ Kki§ ChaoDahai

. ## Female Commoner : 2|#f8 LiuHaixia
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Northern Elegance of Kunqu Opera Theatre
Revitalised by Arfists of the Highest Calibre

19 -20.7.2024 7:30pm P ——
(iFri - 7<Sat) Auditorium, Kwai Tsing Theatre i

21.7.2024 2 $500 $400 $300 $200
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Centre for the Safeguarding of Liuzi Opera of Shandong

L) 3R M0 - 15K Al DR AR v L TR 195948 - i £ A 1L SR A A 5
A S 1L R A SO A R A - 75 R ORI 4 I ME— A R R S Al A%
M- RBHBHCRRHA) - CGRARM®EM) - Gog k)
CERG) 5% - WBITT - IRPE ~ B A WS EAe A 5 5 48 7 i BE AP -
LA - BIMDADRGE - R - B - AT AETR S - SAGEESE s UL
BEAN 7 Bk e DA R A B e o

The Centre for the Safeguarding of Liuzi Opera of Shandong, formerly known as the
Shandong Liuzi Opera Troupe, was established in 1959 and is affiliated with the Shandong
Provincial Department of Culture and Tourism. It is the only professional performing
group in China that specialises in Liuzi Opera. Their repertory includes Sun An Presenting
Memorials, Zhang Fei Crashing the Palace Gate, Rendezvous on the Boat after the Fair, The
Story of the White Rabbit and many more. Their performances have been highly praised by
renowned artists such as Mei Lanfang, Zhang Geng and Ma Shaobo. In recent years, the
troupe has dedicated itself to safeguarding, inheriting, developing and innovating the art
form, with the aim of promoting exemplary traditional culture and ensuring the legacy
and development of Liuzi Opera.
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Main Cast
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Wang Wei is a National Class One Performer
specialising in hualian (painted face) roles. He starred
in Zhang Fei Crashing the Palace Gate and Judge Bao in
Old Age, and won a Class One Award at the Shandong
Red Plum Blossom Contest.
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Peng Yanhui is a National Class One Performer
specialising in wenwu xiaosheng (civil and martial
young male) roles. He was the winner of a Class One
Award at the Shandong Red Plum Blossom Contest.
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Zhou Jinwei is a National Class One Performer
specialising in laosheng (old male) roles. He starred in
Sun An Presenting Memorials, A Right Royal Match, The
Golden Arrow as Matchmaker and more. He won a
Class One Award at the Shandong Red Plum Blossom

Contest.
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An Presenting Memorials.

Chen Fengying is a National Class One Performer, a
member of the Chinese Opera Artists Society and a
member of the Theatre Association of Shandong. She is
acclaimed for her performances in Mount Laoyang, The
Golden Arrow as Matchmaker, Pipa Lament and Sun
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Li Weiguo is a National Class One Performer
specialising in hualian (painted face) roles. He is
renowned for his performance in Sun An Presenting
Memorials.
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Zhou

Zhang Zhonggqiu is a National Class Two Performer
specialising in wenwu laosheng (civil and martial old
male) roles. He is renowned for his performances in
Sun An Presenting Memorials and Fancheng Pass.
Zhang was the winner of a Class One Award at the
1¥ Peony Cup Chinese Regional Opera Stars Showcase.
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Liu Haixia is a National Class Two Performer and a
young Chinese opera virtuoso from Shandong. She was
recognised as a Talented Performing Art Bearer in the
Outstanding Young to Middle-aged Performers
Showcase, which was part of the programme of the 24
Season of Chinese Opera in the Yellow River Region,
and received an All China Class One Award at the 3™
Yellow River Region Red Prunus Cup Competition for
Chinese Traditional Theatre.
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Chao Dahai specialises in laosheng (old male) roles. He
is acclaimed for his performances in Zhang Fei
Crashing the Palace Gate and Sun An Presenting
Memorials.
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Hou Pengtao is a National Class Three Performer
specialising in laosheng (old male) roles. He has starred
in Zhang Fei Crashing the Palace Gate and Sun An
Presenting Memorials.
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Chen Yanmiao is an outstanding young actor
specialising in xiaosheng (young male) roles. She
entered the Chinese Opera School of Shandong in 1999
and received a Class Two Award at the Shandong Red
Plum Blossom Contest.
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Blending Vigour and Gentleness
Wu Opera Classics Amalgamate Amazing Stunts CHINESE OPERA FESTIVAL

26 -28.77.2024 7:30pm DHANE RN

(FFri - HSun) Auditorium, Sha Tin Town Hall
$480 $380 $280 $180
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Lyrics and dialogue with Chinese and English surtitles.

; %15 Details
RRRN(CEHS %-; LB BXYAE EE‘E@

Leisure and Cultural CHINESE CULTURE FROMBTION DFFIER
Services Department WWWCOngV hk L
u 0 @ B D Chinese Opera Festival E 1

&




Lk PN B

Production Team
& Director . ZR# LiZhanghai
il e Deputy Director . BYLEE - IRBIB Liu Hongtao, Zhang Guodong
W A8 Performance Director @ 2R - HHEMR Li Zhanghai, Yang Chunwei
4% Performance Coordinator : S B ~ %3k Zhang Guodong, Liu Hongtao
jiikeg il Operations Director c BOUEE - 2R BB

Sun Youhao, Li Weiguo, Liu Qi
e Stage Director . WpErhh » FEEE Zheng Peikun, Jiao Wangiang

AT Performance Executive : 5800 - 8 - JRAPEK
Peng Yanhui, Cheng Wei, Zhang Zhonggiu

B % Production . K > 58 MaZhou, Hou Xiansheng
meEE Stage Manager . B f#-% 1§ ZhouWei, Chai Bo
H A HERE Marketing B OBy E R MW

Su Rui (Guest), Wang Yu, Wu Xu
W48 Performance Operations : Bt~ RAH Yang Jiahe, Sun Dongjun

1# H Cast :
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Yang Chunwei, Wang Wei, Zhou Wei, Chen Fengying, Peng Yanhui, Cheng Peng, Li Weiguo,
Zhou Jinwei, Zhang Zhongqiu, Wang Rui, Wu Hui, Chao Dahai, Hou Pengtao, Xia Yan, Chai Bo,
Wang Shuchang, Hou Xiansheng, Kong Li, Liu Caixia, Che Xianzhao, Hou Miaomiao, Liu Haixia,
Yin Chunyuan, Yin Chunli, Hou Huanhuan, Chen Yanmiao, Wang Kun, Zhu Sikun, Li Hao,
Zhu Caifeng, Li Xianlong

K8 ¥ B Guest Cast: # 7 Su Ziyang

Z4FX Musicians:
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Cheng Wei, Li Wei, Sang Zhaoliang, Dong Yanhui, Zhang Guodong, Duan Xiaomeng, Zhang Yu,
Ma Zhou, Liu Qi, Zhao Mujun, Yin Yibo, Wang Xianzhe, Zhu Haonan, Shi Honglei, Yang Hongsheng,
Zhang Tianyao, Hou Jingxuan

= IN-| Stage Art Team:

WRHE b~ uR B BRER - JEIUNE - £OCh - ABEEE . REX ELEAEFRECE K
# W

Zheng Peikun, Zhang Yong, Jiao Wangiang, Ma Qirun, Cai Wenbo, Shi Yanhua, Hou Xianxuan,
Wang Shiquan, Li Zhiyuan, Wang Yue, Zhai Qiang

#% Coordinator:
A s v I S AL 2l 13 1 A PR ) Hong Kong Chinese Cultural Arts Distribution Co. Limited
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CHINESE OPERA FESTIVAL
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Grand Theatre, Xiqu Centre,
West Kowloon Cultural District

$500 $400 $300 $200
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Lyrics and dialogue with Chinese and English surtitles.

S4E Details 7§ Co-presented by
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CHINESE OPE RA FESTIVAL

2 & 4.8.2024 7:30pm U AL PO RBIBE

(Fi%H Fri & Sun) Grand Theatre,

3 8 Hong Kong Cultural Centre %
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Lyries and dialogue with Chinese and English surtitles.
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Dear Patrons,

To avoid disturbance, please set your mobile phone on silent mode and switch off other beeping or
light emitting devices before the performance. To ensure an undistracted performance by artists and
an enjoyable experience for the audience, photo-taking, audio or video recording is strictly prohibited
when the performance is in progress while photo-taking without affecting others is allowed at curtain
calls. Eating or drinking is not permitted in the auditorium. Thank you for your co-operation.

AR EASE - ECHESEEABRMNUHEEEAER FEHEETHE -

B AIEE REMEcp2@lcsd.gov.hk HEEE 2741 2658 ©

Thank you for attending the performance. Please fill in the e-questionnaire to give us your views on
this performance or on the LCSD cultural programmes in general. You are also welcome to write to us
by email at cp2@Icsd.gov.hk, or by fax at 2741 2658.

ERRBERAR UL ER BTN EDHENER FHEEUTHE  www.lcsd.gov.hk/tc/artist
Please visit the following webpage for information related to application for programme presentation /
sponsorship by the Leisure and Cultural Services Department: www.lcsd.gov.hk/en/artist

BIRBHERAR BEIRPEEEEBFTSARERNEERHR S ISR E B - P EREIE
BEREESTAEHESHNFER S

Members of the audience are strongly advised to arrive punctually. Latecomers and those who leave
their seats during the performance will only be admitted and allowed to return to their seats respectively
during the intermission or at a suitable break. The presenter reserves the right to refuse admission of
latecomers, or determine the time and manner of admission of latecomers.

IHRBERENTERERREE - AHEATKSTIAENABTRER TR LB E R IKER
MBEERLEBENER
The presenter reserves the right to change the programme and substitute artists. The content of the

programme, as well as the content and information contained in this house programme do not represent
the views of the Culture, Sports and Tourism Bureau and the Leisure and Cultural Services Department.

STIERBREEERREMY ARAESHEERARTME -

House programme information provided by the arts group and translated by KCL Language Consultancy
Limited.

www.ccf.gov.hk
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