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Tickets NOW available at all URBTIX outlets, self-service ticketing kiosks, on internet, by mobile app, telephone and at the Xiqu Centre
Ticket Office.

il F #5500 Programme Enquiries: 2268 7325 EHEMRE PR Ticketing Enquiries and Customer Service: 3166 1100

G5 Telephone Booking: 3166 1288 4 _EJESE Internet Booking: www.urbtix.hk

i B Ji% 52 FH #2538 Mobile App: URBTIX
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HRARBEPREYCEHEZESELE B Applicable to tickets for stage programmes of Chinese Culture Festival
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Half-price tickets are available for full-time students, senior citizens aged 60 or above, people with disabilities and the minder

and Comprehensive Social Security Assistance (CSSA) recipients. Tickets for CSSA recipients are available on a first come, first
served basis. Concessionary ticket holders must produce evidence of their identity or age upon admission.
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10% discount for each purchase of 4-9 standard tickets

- BREE 10 2 19 RIEEME - A 85 HTER
[ i e G 15% discount for each purchase of 10-19 standard tickets

Group Booking Discount - BREBE 20 E 29 FRIEEME » Al 8 HfiEE
20% discount for each purchase of 20-29 standard tickets
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25% discount for each purchase of 30 or more standard tickets
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10% discount on each purchase of standard tickets for 3-4 different stage programmes

EREE - ERBE 5 Z 6 B TEHENEBME - W 8 ESR

Package Booking Discount 20% discount on each purchase of standard tickets for 5-6 different stage programmes
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25% discount on each purchase of standard tickets for 7 or more different stage programmes
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Patrons can enjoy only one of the discount offers for each ticket purchased. Please inform the box office staff at the time of purchase.
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Applicable to tickets for the ‘Chinese Opera Festival 2024’

You can enjoy a further reduction of HKD$9 per ticket, even if you are already eligible for half-price / group booking / package
discounts, by booking through the URBTIX website, mobile ticketing app or telephone.
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Members of the audience are strongly advised to arrive punctually. Latecomers and those who leave their seats during the performance will only be
admitted and allowed to return to their seats respectively during the intermission or at a suitable break. The presenter reserves the right to refuse
admission of latecomers, or determine the time and manner of admission of latecomers. The presenter reserves the right to change the programme
and substitute artists. The content of the programme does not represent the views of the Leisure and Cultural Services Department.
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Gallant and Righteous Spirits of Derring-do
Conducive to Heroism in Drama
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Academy of
Xinzhou Studies

CHINESE OPERA FESTIVAL

Fo N
Theatre, Hong Kong City Hall
$380 $280 $180
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Lyrics and dialogue with Chinese and English surtitles.
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The North Road Bangzi Opera is a popular Chinese opera genre in Shanxi, but its influence covers a
much larger area of northern China. It is one of the four major bangzi types, along with the Middle
Road, South Road and Shangdang. As it originated in the area around Yanmen Pass in Xinzhou and
Shuozhou, it is also known as ‘Yan Opera’ and has a history of over 300 years. It was included on the
first list of Intangible Cultural Heritage at National Level in 2006. During its development, North
Road Bangzi Opera evolved into three main stylistic schools, with the modern vocal style adopting
the exquisite styles of Xinzhou and Daizhou. The combination of sonorous, impassioned vocals, the
clipped tones of folk tunes known as the ke ke giang and the lively beats of the percussion
accompaniment has won it a large fan base. The plays in its repertory are often inspired by historical
incidents and classical novels, and are rich in folk colours. The language is accessible and
well-received by audiences, fully reflecting local characteristics. All these illustrate how important
North Road Bangzi Opera has been in the history of the development of Chinese opera and regional
culture, and how it has been highly valued by experts and academics alike.
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Sobering Up after Being Drunk marks a breakthrough in North Road Bangzi
Opera as it moves away from the usually serious style to become comedic.
Empress Zhangsun (Jia Fentao), the imperial family and the minister Fang
Xuanling (Yang Zhongyi) display their quick wit as they engage in their
interactions. The contrast between Fang’s submissive obedience to imperial
authority when sober and his transformation into an articulate and forceful
chancellor when drunk is dramatically expressed through stunts such as
‘kicking of the robes’ and ‘turning of the headgear’ As the first North Road
Bangzi Opera performer of the laosheng (old male) role to receive the
Plum Blossom Award, Yang impresses with his performance as Fang’s
‘ghost’ in Scene Five, demonstrating his solid training in physical
feats and robust singing style — a perfect showcase of what makes
the laosheng role exceptional.

% Main Cast
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Yang Zhongyi, Jia Fentao, Zhang Yuping, Feng Huiling,
Zhang Zhigiang, Du Rui
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The running time of each performance is approximately 2 hours and 30 minutes including BB T
an intermission of 15 minutes. Information provided by Academy of Xinzhou Studies
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Cheng Fengying, a highly venerated actor of both sheng (male) and dan (female)
roles, received a Plum Blossom Award for her performance in Dotting the Eye of a
Painted Dragon. She plays the young Emperor Taizong of Tang, who disguises
himself to search for talent to help govern the country. In the excerpt Fleeing
Away, Cheng incorporates martial arts skills when performing the stunt of
‘dragging feet’ on a bridge, showing the emperor maintaining his regal bearing
despite his troubling circumstances. Her superb acting and nuanced interpretation
add much depth to the character. In the story, the scholar Ma Zhou presents the
emperor with a painting of a pupilless dragon to criticise his failings as a ruler.
In order to save her beloved, Si Niang paints in the dragon’s eyes with her blood.
There are also comedic scenes with the local tyrant, accompanied by string and
percussion music, showcasing the charm of North Road Bangzi Opera.
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Cheng Fengying, Jia Fentao, Guo Jing, Wang Maolin, Li Ruixing,

Liu Hongliang, Du Rui, Kang Ruiquan :
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The Artistic Features of North Road Bangzi Opera
B4 Speakers:

mihE - BB - BNk ®RFF BER  FTHE
Yang Zhongyi, Cheng Fengying, Jia Fentao, Zhang Yuping,

Feng Huiling, Li Ruixing

F3F Moderator: FREH (BighifRE)

Chan Chun-miu (Chinese opera researcher)
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AC2, Level 4, Administration Building, Hong Kong Cultural Centre
ZiBr5EEE In Putonghua
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0 Free admission. Limited seats available on a first-come, first-served basis.
Online registration is required.




